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Tlarmon rdquesied urgent. unpublicized neeting with Secretary. °Presented
reply to inquires made Dxc 9 and reported Deptel L4l (rpts Paris 2460 and
London 3196). Staied Israel building addit:ional research resctor in Nepev
of 24 megawatl size. This reactor noi of size for industrial importance
and is intended solely to develop seientific inowledge for peaceful purposes
as part of broad program Negev developmenc. ILike gimilar reactors in other
countrles construction this reactor is step tovard future Israeli capability
t0 build omm power reasctor. Begun one year ago and will take 3 or 4 years
to complete. Materials acquired from other countries including France,
Israel has teken commitment to supplying countries not torﬁaaurcea of
gupply because of their fears of Arab boycott. While essistence received
from others, reactor is being built under direction Israell scientista.
Barmon referred to Freneh anncuncement of scope of French-leraeli cooperation
and French statement regarding neaceful utilizaiion this reactor. Stated
he was instructed malte same assurance reyarding peaceful use.

Secretary asked specificalily wha“ woald be dispnsition ef plutonium

seek information
since thia wvas crux of safeguardz. Harmon said Le would have to obemddpc
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this point. Stated reactor when completed would be open to students from {riendly
small near Rehoboth

countries. Said/US assisted reactor/useful only for study purposes and larg:
research reactor needed to prepere number of trained people for eventual industrial
use atomic emergy. Reactor would cost $5 million a year exclusive of locel costs.
US estimates of size of reactor mentioned et Dec 9 meeting wrong. Capacity ¢ 2b
megawatts rather than 100 to 300 megawatts. Stack sppearing in photogrsphs is water
tover since this is water cooled rather thar alr cooled reactor. Stated Ben Guriom
would make public statement on Dec 21.. Department repreeeutatives asked whether 2Ub
megewatt capacity wes thermal or electrical rating and whether any power generation
would be included. Hearmon said he would inguire. In answer to further inquiry
stated Ben Gumion statement would make clear that this was only additional reactor
under construction. Agreed report suggestion that during period of construction
selected foreign scientists might be lnvited visit installation.

flaxmon said in view public attention this mkghtt matier and Depl relesse Dec 19
concerning lack of Israeli respoose he {elt obligated tell press todey he bad made
reply and Ben Gurion statement would follow tomorrow. He expressed hope US would on
basis this reply and Ben Gurion stetement & issue further statement laying this matter
to rest. Secretary pointed out further questicons had been reised and not 1pt oot
feasible for UB state questions fully answered. Hurmon rejiterated he wes ingtructed
to give us full assurances regarding the peaceful purpose of this reactor and expressed
concern that leaving matter open would continue ceuse further questions and speculation.
Secretary referred to Isresell affimmative vote on IAFA safeguards in Sept general

conference and urged full stetement regarding cafeguards over use of any plutonium
produced in reasctor.
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Dept
Secretary said 3m would not make any comment until receiviag Ben Gurion

statement but would probably have to say something at noon Dec Z21.

Several references made to unfortunate volume press leaks and epeculsticu.
Secretary emphesiied Dept had sought privecy ani had nl - made astatement Dec 19
as result TV statement previoua desy co.cernjig US ingui: and also radio MOSULIW

charges US aiding Israeli nuclear weapons programs



